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ARLINGTON GEM AND MINERAL CLUB
MEMBER OF

SOUTH CENTRAL FEDERATION OF
MINERAL SOCIETIES

AMERICAN FEDERATRION OF
MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES

CLUB PURPOSE: To encourage the study of earth
sciences, lapidary arts and other related fields, and to
enjoy good fellowship with those who share like
interests

Email address gemclub@evl.net or
webmaster@agmclub.org
World Wide Web Home Page http:/www.agmclub.org

Business meeting and program 1* Tuesday 7:30PM
AGMC Board Meeting Last Tuesday 7:00PM

.«PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

Dale Miller

The program by Will Heierman was very interesting Tuesday
night. We were going to take up a collection to help our
speaker with gas but he would not accept the money. He
drove from Houston and back in one day to give the program.
He left the club about 9PM and had to teach a class at 8
Wednesday morning.

The club owes a big Thank You to Karen Cessna, Pat Ross
and Marge Harrand. These three set up and worked the club
booth at Light Up the Lake in Arlington July 3™. It was hot
and Karen didn't get home till after midnight because she had
to take down the awning and load the display up to deliver
back to the club.

The club is trying to have a presence at local events to
promote the club and the show. We could use some help in
several areas. First we need to know about events that don't
cost an arm and a leg. Second we need people to take a turn
sitting at the table to talk about the club. See Karen, Pat or
Dale about helping

The August 5™ program is all about the show. We need you to
donate some time to make this a great show. Do you have an

hour to donate to the show? Come to the meeting August 5" .

Dale



. ARLINGTON GEM AND MINERAL CLUB
July 1, 2008 General Meeting Minutes

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Dale
Miller at 7:30

Secretary’s Report: Tom McCormick

Thanks to Pat Ross for filling in last month and she has
posted the minutes on the bulletin board as well as
submitted for the newsletter (Dale has a new computer
and lost her email address file. She has emailed the
newsletter to everyone that has resent her their email
address.)

Treasurer’s Report: Paula Truitt

The report is posted on the bulletin board. Everything is
fine, reminder to be sure and use the correct form for
requesting reimbursements or for submitting money. It is
important to identify what the money is for by using the
forms.

Classes: Emie Stevens:

The lab will not be open July 5™ unless there is a
supervisor willing to open it. The cabbing class will not
be held.

An additional silversmithing lab will be held starting the
1™ Sat. in August from 1-4pm.

Wire wrapping will be held July 12 from 9 — 12 with
Mike Hartz.

A second glass fusing class will be starting in August. It
will meet on the 1% Saturday from 9 — 12 and the 3™
Saturday from 12 — 4. Lois McCormick and Nancy Leary
will be teaching.

This fall Emie will be teaching a wax carving and casting
class and will be for beginning students. More
information to follow.

Emie has an extra book of Mexican Hallmarks (all that
are known) and if anyone is interested in purchasing it
for $25.00 contact Emie.

August Show Dealer’s Dinner: Bobbie Wilson made an
announcement about needing volunteers to sign up for
providing food for the dealer’s dinner for the show. She
passed a signup sheet around at the meeting.

Joyce Speed made an announcement that she still has
tickets for the South Central Federation for the
endowment fund. Prizes will be given away with a
drawing September 27", They are selling for $5.00 or 5
for $20.00.

Programs: Harold Hoskison
This evening’s program was held at this point to allow
more time for our guest to travel home late. This month
Will Heierman from Houston presented his information
and collection of corundum. He had samples from
around the world as well as North America.

(Continued on page 3)
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ACTIVE PARTICIPANT VOLUNTEERS
NOTE: ARE YOU AWARE THAT NO PERSONS ARE PAID
IN THIS CLUB ? NOT EVEN INSTRUCTORS ARE PAID
FOR THEIR TIME.

VOLUNTEER TO BE AN ACTIVE MEMBER
PARTICIPANT!!

CLUB OFFICERS

President Dale Miller

1* Vice Pres (Operational/Educational Classes) Emie Stewert

2" Vice Pres (Programs) Harold Hoskison
3" Vice Pres (Field Trips) Irene Stemple/Brian

Bowles

4™ Vice Pres (Youth Education Programs) Tamara Wilkins
Delegate at Large (Omnibudsperson) Sam Howeth
Past President (Delegate at Large) Rick Litsinger
Secretary Tom McCormick
Treasurer - Finance Paula Truitt
Newsletter (The Hound’s Tale) Editor Mike Hartz
Show Chairperson Karen Cessna

STAFF AND CHAIRPERSONS

Show Dealers Chairperson Pat Ross

Show Publicity VACANT
Lapidary Department Chairperson Dale Miller
Building Chairperson Ray Badson
Maintenance VACANT
Grounds Chairperson Sam Howeth
Library Chairperson Donna Thomason
Historian Chairperson Ruth Cress
Jewelry Department Chairperson Sam Howeth
Hospitality Chairperson Deborah Hartz
Membership Chairman Pat Ross
Sunshine Marge Harrand
Welcome Chairperson Veronica Murday
Donations Chairman Rick Litsinger
Long Range Planning Dale Miller
International Gem and Jewelry Chairperson Joyce Speed
Telephone calling Chairperson Lanita askerville
Library Exhibits Coodinator (METROPLEX) OPEN
Educational Outreach — School Curriculum Steve and Mary Hilliard
Webmaster Jeremy Dubhros
Graphic Designer Darcy Sety

THE HOUND’S TALE

Published monthly by the Arlington Gem and Mineral Club.

PERMISSION TO REPRINT

Permission is granted for non-commercial reproduction provided
the articles remain essentially intact and credit is given to the author
and source.

ADS AND ARTICLES

Lapidary related ads and articles from members of AGMC are
welcomed. They will be placed on a space available basis, first in
first out. Include your name and contact information.

Send ads and articles to Mike and Deborah Hartz

Deadline date for ads and articles
is the 15" of the month.
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July Minutes (continued from page2)

New members tonight: Patsy Davila, Ted Thayer, Nadine
Myers, Gail Clowers, Paul Ewing, Angelique Black
Ewing, Morgana Ervin Ewing

Guests: Veronica: Paul Ewing, Angelique Black Ewing,
Morgana Ervin Ewing, Jack & Ruth Spinks, William
Turk, William Ferguson, Fuxian Li, Guang Ja.

Drawings:

Badge/Sign In

Alma Ramirez Moss Agate
Margana Ervin Ewing  Coral Cab

Raffle:

Eva Snapha Fossil
Ray Batson Dino bone
Sue Poarch Fossil
Alma Ramirez Magazines

Field Trips: Brian Bowles

Saturday 7/5 and Sunday 7/6 in Oakcliff

Lockheed club to Waco and Mayborn Museum on the
19" and will meet at 10:00 in Waco

Also on the 19™ the Texoma Rock Hounds will be going
to Bridgeport. They are meeting at the I-Hop in Sherman
at 8:00; however, Brian will be at the McDonalds in
Decatur from about 9:15 to 9:30.

Show Report — Karen Cessna

The tables are sold out. Need volunteers for both Sat.
and Sun., please sign up. You don’t need to stay all day.
An hour or two will help.

Also good times to show what you have done with the
showcases and competition. Only AGMC on display,
nothing from South Central Federation or other clubs.
No competition entries have been turned in yet.

At Arlington Lake on Thursday night 7/3 with an
information booth.

We need demonstrators for the show. Frank and Elaine
O’Donley are in charge of the demonstrations. You don’t
have to be an expert to show what you have learned.
There will be a competition added for Glass Fusing;
Karen is getting the sheets ready.

Membership - Pat Ross

If there are any changes to personal information let Pat
know. She has almost got the new roster of members
complete.

Juniors — Tamra Wilkins
The 2™ Saturday for July will be Glass Fusing with

Newsletter — Mike Hartz

Mike needs more articles. Ideas: places you have gone,

things you do, etc. Each year the American Federation
gives awards for the articles and the more you can send
to Mike the better the chances of having some winners.
You can submit via email to either the link on the web

site for Newsletter or to Mike’s personal email.

Hospitality - Deborah Hartz —

Thanks for a lot of food tonight

When working in the kitchen area, not eating, please
remove the tablecloths to avoid contaminating any food.

Sunshine Report: Marge Harrand

Sent a “Think of You” card to Harold Hoskison because
of his mother’s illness. Sent Bobbie Wilson a get-well
card. Ruth Cress is in the hospital and should be home in
a few days. Might have suffered a heat stroke. Marge
will send a card.

Librarian — Donna not present

Dale: We have donated to the South Central Federation
scholarship fund.

Breakfast: The next one will be at Tom’s Grill and Diner
on Cooper at 130 on Wednesday July 16 at 9:00 am.

Programs: Harold Hoskison

August is the show meeting. The success of the show
depends on how well the members volunteer and help
out. This is the single most important fundraiser to help
pay the club’s annual taxes.

September will be on fossils, October is the Club
Auction, November will be “show and tell”, December
Harold is trying to line up Frank Kucinich’s son for a
presentation for the past history of the club.

Ray Batson — Thank you for fixing the doorbell. Harold
fixed it.

New Business:

Vote on adding to members to the executive board.
Motion on the floor was seconded by Lois McCormick.
The motion was passed by a voice vote with no
dissenting votes.

Business Meeting Adjourned at 9:30

Submitted by:

Tom McCormick

Becky Downey. August will be wire wrapping with Secretary

Mike Hartz assisting. Tamra can use “HELP” with the

juniors. She needs some help from the youth to help with

the show (or adults or anyone).
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HOSTESS
Deborah Hartz

August providers as of this publication:
Sandra Brazzale

Sue Poarch

Ernie Shaw

Dear club family, Thank you so much for your great
response in supplying food for our meetings. All have
enjoyed the great food. May I encourage you to continue
the good work. It truly makes the time spent together
enjoyable if we have plenty of snacks. If you bring food
and have not signed the book, please do so it is recorded
in the history of our club.

August show sign up to bring food to the Dealers’
Dinner will be passed around at the meeting. Please take
part of this club function also.

SUNSHINE REPORT

Marge Harrand
A card was sent to Harold Hoskison because of
his mother’s illness. A get well card was sent
to Bobbie Wilson. Ruth Cress was in the
hospital. She might have suffered a heat
stroke. Marge will send her a card.

NEW DELEGATE AT LARGE

Dale Miller
At the July 1st meeting the members voted to add
two new positions to the board, Membership and
Lapidary. We cannot have one person have two
positions so we need to vote for a Delegate-at-Large
to fill the Lapidary position at the August meeting.

Please let someone know if you are willing to take
this job for the remaining 5 months of 2008. You
would need to come to the board meeting on the last
Tuesday of each month.

If you are going to nominate someone for this
position please get his or her permission before
hand.

The August meeting is about the show. Hope to see
you there.
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EDITOR’S CORNER

Mike Hartz
I picked up some of our show fliers to give to folks
who might not otherwise hear about our show. If
you haven’t picked up any to distribute yet there are
plenty at the club. When you are going to
barbershops, beauty salons, boutiques, food stores,
etc ask if you could place a supply on their counter.
A few years ago we asked our patrons at the AGMC
show where they heard about the show and a large
number said it was through our fliers. By the way,
if anyone is traveling out of Texas you could drop a
handful of the fliers at the Texas information Center
at our states borders.

We still need articles for the Hounds’ Tale. Please
email articles to me. If you took pictures please
send these as well.

JUDGES SEMINAR - A RECAP
Josie Middleton, SCFMS Participant

From the AFMS Newsletter, June 2008
I was the representative from the South Central
Federation at the just concluded AFMS Judges
Seminar held in conjunction with the EFMLS
Workshop at Wildacres. What fun we had!
There were fourteen of us in the class plus teacher
extraordinaire, Jay Bowman. The class was
informal in nature, but we sure covered a lot of
territory. Some of the things we learned were just
how many versions of the AFMS Rules book there
are...and that some people have not updated their
copy to reflect the latest version which causes lots
of problems.

We heard all the horror stories from the past ten
years of National Shows and then talked about what
to do should any of these situations crop up again.
We learned that competition has raised the standard
of exhibitions even in non-competitive exhibits.

We talked about what we can do to increase the
number of competitive (and non-competitive)
displays at our shows. We learned and met new
friends, both in our class and during non-class time.
All of us will take what we learned back to our
clubs and federations and share the hobby with
members back home.

Thanks a lot to Jay Bowman (our teach) and Dee
Holland (our sponsor) for all their hard work and
support thru AFMS and the Eastern Federation to
make all of this possible and for all of us to obtain a
way for growth and friendship through Wildacres.
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NEW LIBRARY BOOKS
Donna Thomason

Following is a list of the new books for the library
and if applicable, who they are dedicated to. Come
by the AGMC Library and "Check It Out"!!

752.3 "Secrets of the Gem Trade" by Richard
Wise, dedicated to Cora Launders

755.  "Within the Stone" by Bill Atkinson,
dedicated to Bill & Crystal Bush

752.1 "The Gemstones Handbook 2008 Edition”
by Arthur Thomas, dedicated to Mike Hughey

732.  "Mexican Silver" by Penny C. Morrill &
Carole A Berk, dedicated to Eve and Grady Shultz

755.A6 "Agates, Treasures of the Earth" by Roger
Pabian, dedicated to Laird Remele

740.1 "Designing & Making Jewelry" by Sarah
Macrae, dedicated to Leonard Lee

732.  "Jeweled Garden" by Suzanne Tennenbaum
& Janet Zapata, dedicated to Kay Smith

752.5 '"Lapidary Carving for creative Jewelry" by
Henry Hunt

740.  "101 Bench Tips for Jewelers" by Alan
Revere

745.594"Creative Metal Clay Jewelry" by Cece
Wire

"The Colouring, Bronzing & Patination of Metals"
by Richard Hughes & Michael Rowe

PRECIOUS METAL CLAY

Sue Poarch
Over the (2008) Memorial Day weekend, my sister
and I had our yearly “sister’s weekend”. This year
we signed up for a class in “Precious Metal Clay
Whistles” taught by Donna Penoyer at the
Touchston Center for Crafts, which is outside of
Pittsburgh, PA. As a newer member in AGMC,
(since October 07), I knew nothing about PMC until
I asked others in the glass fusion class (plus did
some internet browsing on the subject).
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Precious Metal Clay or PMC3 which was the form
we used, is an amazing form of fine silver that is
malleable and worked like clay. You can roll it into
sheet, mold it over forms, stamp patterns on it, cut it
etc. After the PMC piece is air-dried, one can sand
it, paste separate pieces together, add decorations,
etc to build creative jewelry. In our class, we
created whistles that we decorated, and, after
adding a bail, could be worn as jewelry. Until the
piece is fired, PMC, although dry, can be
reconstituted into the workable clay.

Once fired, PMC results in 99% fine silver.

The first thing I learned is that the clay is
unbelievably sticky and olive oil becomes your best
friend — it prevents the PMC from sticking to your
hands, the plastic drinking straws around which we
molded the tube whistles, the textured rubber
stamps that provided designs, etc. Plain water and
watered down clay become the adhesives to adhere
one piece to another.

Donna was an excellent teacher but a perfectionist.

By Sunday at 4 pm, we each had two lovely
whistles, one a tube shape and the other a “lentil” or
rounded shape—all of which do whistle. (One of
mine would make a fine referee’s whistle). Plus
assorted charms, dangles for earrings, pendants, etc.
The whistles were kiln fired but the flat pieces were
hand fired using a “créme brulee” torch from a
kitchen discount store. Above, you see a few of the
resulting pieces. From the top left are a tube
whistle, a round lentil whistle, a shell shaped lentil
whistle and two earring dangles.

Fused glass (COE 90), the harder stones, and/or CZ's can
be incorporated into PMC jewelry, however the cooling
process following kiln firing must be gradual rather than
the normal dunking into water that is used to quick cool
PMC pieces without such additions.



PETRIFIED WOOD AND OTHER SPECIMIN

COLLECTING IN TOMBSTONE, ARIZONA
By Ruth Riza, M.S.

Having just returned from Tombstone, Bisbee, and
Benson Arizona, I wanted to share with you some of the
travels of my friend and I. The trip planning began as a
routine visit. My friend has recently taken a position in
Pinal County, Arizona. We were close friends here in
Arlington, Texas and I felt it was important to maintain
some continuity in this close relationship so I began
some internet reading and research on Southern Arizona.

In the process of my internet research, I remembered
some wonderful things about Arizona from my
childhood trips there with my parents in the desert and
began to explore the possibilities of some rock collecting
expeditions. Luckily, my friend took a couple of
semesters of geology in college and did well in them, and
has some active interest in geology.

We headed from Casa Grande to Benson, Arizona to
explore Kartchner caves and take the Kartchner cave
tour. We found it interesting and stimulating and then
headed on to Tombstone early in the day. I was struck
by the scenery in this area. Huge mountains rising from
the desert floor, with a pale beige color covering each
inch, save a few desert flowers left over from spring that
bloomed in the desert.

Upon arrival in Tombstone, we checked into a small
Motel and began to plan our next venture, which was a
trip to the old town of Gleeson. We chose, as our route
to Gleeson, to travel up Fremont Street (toward Bisbee)
and turned left on Camino San Rafel, which runs into
Gleeson Road. This road is all blacktop for about two
miles up Gleeson Road, then turns to dirt, gravel and
rock. The maps list this road to Gleeson as a County
maintained gravel road. Take my advice; do not travel
this road in anything but a heavy-duty pick up truck. We
were driving a late model Honda sedan, which was not a
happy vehicle. We were reduced to 5 miles an hour on
this road.

About four to five miles up this road, we found a sign
posted “Caution Gas Line” on the left side of the road
and pulled off to collect. Many good specimens of
turquoise, a bit small, were found there. Several right in
the middle of the gravel off the road. On our way back,
my friend was driving, with a dark pair of sunglasses on,
and all of a sudden put on the brake and stopped the car,
“Get that rock” she said. I looked out over the
landscape, and could see nothing but beige desert for
twenty miles in each direction. My mind quickly tried to
digest that bit of data, but it would not compute. “Get
that rock, the green one, it’s right there.” Desperate to
please the purveyor of my Arizona rock collecting dream
vacation, I bailed out into the heat and road dust and
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began to look at the ground, and there it was. The most
beautiful specimen of petrified wood I have ever seen
with curls of purple, green, brown and beige running
through it, and a large specimen also, about the size of
two of my fists. I reached in the back seat for the water
jug, and began to pour water over it. The more water [
poured over it, the more beautiful I noticed it was. It was
truly a “breakthrough” moment that gave way to the
understanding of the history of that desert.

The pale desert beige covers a wealth of history and
minerals in this area. You need but scratch the surface to
find it, and take a few tools and the standard precautions
in desert travel. First, much of this landscape began to
take shape in the late Cretaceous period, which was
about 140 million years ago, the heyday of the dinosaurs.
There was high tectonic activity during that time
(continental Plate movement) and volcanic activity. The
sea levels were much higher on the land; the most of that
land was wet moist and alive with trees and plants.

Seventy-two million years ago, those mountains in
Southern Arizona did not exist, but were created by
sandstone, siltstones, and mudstones with some
intermittent volcanic activity. Most likely, the volcanic
activity was separated by thousands of years. Some of
the evidence of this is between the layers of continental
sedimentary rocks as layers of volcanic ash. When my
research on rock collecting came across reports of small
diamonds being picked up in the desert in this area, I had
to know more about the history of the land.

The retreat of water from this Southern Arizona desert
happened gradually over a number of years and as a
result of Tectonic uplift and the rise of magna plumes.
The lush wet, lowland conditions were transforming into
dryer climate, and many forms of life simply moved on.

In American culture, “signs” have been handed down for
generations. We are all familiar with signs like, clouds
forming which signal rain, however, in our fast-paced,
modern urban culture, we remain much removed from
“signs” of the earth changing and “signs” that signal us
as humans, and attach us to our history on the earth.

Arlington Gem and Mineral Club
51st Annual Show

“Nature’s Kaleidoscope”

August 30, 2008 10AM - 6PM
August 31, 2008 10AM 5PM

Arlington Convention Center
1200 Ballpark Way
Arlington, Texas 76011

Jewelry, Beads, Gems, Minerals, & Fossils

www.agemclub.com $1.00 off with this coupon
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August 2008

AGMC ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 SHOP OPEN& 2
SILVER SMITHING 101 | GLASS FUSING 102
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM [ 9AM-NOON CABBING
CLASS &
SILVERSMITHING
LAB 1 -4 PM
3 4 5 6 7 8 9AM-NOON 9
SILVERSMITHING 201| BUSINESS MEETING | SILVER SMITHING 101 SHOP OPEN SILVER SMITHING 101 SHOP OPEN,
7-10 PM CLOSED 7:30 PM 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM JUNIORS MEETING,
FELLOWSHIP 7:00PM WIRE WRAPPING,
and CHAINMAKING
10 11 12 13 14 15 SHOP OPEN 16
GLASS FUSING 101 |SILVERSMITHING 201 SILVER SMITHING 101 SHOP OPEN SILVER SMITHING 101 9AM-NOON
NOON-4PM 7 -10 PM CLOSED 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM SILVER SMITHING LAB
DEADLINE FOR 8AM-NOON
SEPTEMBER GLASS FUSING 102
NEWSLETTER 1-4PM
17 18 19 20 21 22 SHOP OPEN 23
SILVERSMITHING 201 FREE WORK SHOP | SILVER SMITHING 101 SHOP OPEN SILVER SMITHING 101 9AM-NOON
7-10 PM CLOSED 7:00PM - 9:00PM 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM 7:00PM-10:00PM | 5| ASS FUSING 101
9AM - 1 PM
24 25 26 27 28 29 SHOP OPEN 30
SILVERSMITHING 201] BOARD MEETING SILVER SMITHING 101 SHOP OPEN SILVER SMITHING 101 9AM-NOON
7-10 PM CLOSED 7:00 PM 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM
31
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September 2008

AGMC ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5[ sHopopena 6
SILVERSMITHING 201| BUSINESS MEETING | SILVER SMITHING 101 SHOP OPEN SILVER SMITHING 101 | GLASS FUSING 102
7-10 PM CLOSED 7:30 PM 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM WAX CARVING & 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM | 9AM-NOON CABBING
FELLOWSHIP 7:00PM| FACETING 7-9PM CASTING SiLve RCSL&\ISTSH Ié; .
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM 1 -4PM
7 8 9 10 11 12 9AM-NOON 13
SILVERSMITHING 201 SILVER SMITHING 101 SHOP OPEN SILVER SMITHING 101 SHOP OPEN,
7 -10 PM CLOSED 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM WAX CARVING & 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM JUNIORS MEETING,
FACETING 7-9 PM CASTING WIRE WRAPPING,
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM and CHAINMAKING
14 15 16 17 18 19 SHOP OPEN 20
GLASS FUSING 101 [SILVERSMITHING 201| FREE WORK SHOP | SILVER SMITHING 101 SHOP OPEN SILVER SMITHING 101 9AM-NOON
NOON-4PM 7 -10 PM CLOSED 7:00PM - 9:00PM 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM WAX CARVING & 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM SILVER SMITHING LAB
DEADLINE FOR FACETING 7-9 PM CASTING 8AM-NOON GLASS
OCTOBERS 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM FUSING 102
NEWSI ETTER 1-4PM
21 23 24 25 26 SHOP OPEN 27
SILVERSMITHING 201 SILVER SMITHING 101 SHOP OPEN SILVER SMITHING 101 9AM-NOON
7 -10 PM CLOSED 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM WAX CARVING & 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM GLASS FUSING 101
FACETING 7-9 PM CASTING 9AM- 1 PM
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM
28 29 30
SILVERSMITHING 201| BOARD MEETING
7 -10 PM CLOSED 7:00 PM
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