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SOUTH CENTRAL FEDERATION OF
MINERAL SOCIETIES

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF
MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES

CLUB PURPOSE: To encourage the study of earth
sciences, lapidary arts and other related fields, and to
enjoy good fellowship with those who share like
interests

CONTACTS
webmaster@agemclub.com
World Wide Web Home Page
http://www.agemclub.org

Business meeting and program 1% Tuesday 7:30PM
AGMC Board Meeting Last Tuesday 7:00PM

.«PRESIDENTOS ADDRESS

Elaine OdDonley

By the time you receive this issue of the fiHoundés Taled We will be
vacationing in beautiful Raleigh and Franklin, North Carolina. We are
fortunate enough to have my non-rockaholic sister and brother-in-law
join us on our quest to find thed Franklin Frolic I110. For those of you
new to all this Rock hound business, Franklin, N.C., is an annual
gathering of facetors from all over the country. The newest and best
machines, laps and whatever will be on display for one to try, and the
most beautiful rough this side of Tucson will be for sale.

Dongt forget to sign up for the AKS Show on August 13, 14 & 15 and
our MAJOR EVENT of the year T THE TEXAS TREASURES SHOW,
September 4 & 5. If you have questions concerning either show, Beth
Spinks is the Coordinator for the AKS Show, and Harold Hoskison,
Show Chair and Karen Cessna, last yeards Show Chair, can answer
questions you might have. AT THE JULY GENERAL MEETING,
2009 YELLOW CARDS WERE MISTAKENLY SET OUT FOR
MEMBERS TO TAKE WITH THEM. WE APOLOGIZE FOR THIS
ERROR. THE 2010 CARDS ARE NOW AVALABLE. THEIR
THEME IS ATEXAS TREASURESO.

THANKS TO ALL of you who VOLUNTEERED your time to mat and
frame pictures of the founding members. An AGMC MEMBER has
VOLUNTEERED his time and equipment to enlarge and copy onto
canvas, the portraits of our founding members. The expense is minimal
and the results will have a beautiful affect. He can also do a collage of
pictures, if we are unable to get portraits of individuals. We are looking
for people who have had an impact on AGMC in the early years. People
who started classes in Faceting, Silversmith, Lapidary etc..All we need
now are the pictures, which will be returned once the process is finished.

Hope to see you all at the August General Meeting.

Elaine  O6Donley
ancora imparo


http://www.agemclub.org

EDITORIS CORNER

Mike Hartz

Here it is, time for me to pass words of wisdom on to the
membership. Problem is T | don6t have any to share. |
am totally drawing a blank as to what to say to you. So
here goes. After a long deliberation and discussions
with friends and family, I have decided it is time to give
up the AGMC editords position. | have enjoyed being
your editor and there are many | need to thank for their
support doing the Houndds Tale. | thought about listing
them here, but for fear of missing one name | will just
say thanks to all who provided articles and other items
for the Houndds Tale, and thanks to those of you who
have provided your support.

I will still be your editor until January 2011 unless the
president finds someone to replace me before then.

HOSTESS

Deborah Hartz

Wow! | just read Michaelés article and | am speechless.
We have talked a lot about our stepping down from
these positions and like Michael it is time for some
others to step forward. Believe me when | say we have
put a lot of time into these jobs. There have been
comments about the way Michael and | do things, but
unless you have walked in those shoes you might not
want to judge others doing the best they can. 1| live far
enough away | cannot possibly be there to stock the
drinks as often as you need it done. | have felt bad about
this, but it is just to far to drive to Arlington weekly.
May | suggest it be someone with a lot of time, energy,
and young legs to fill the position.

Many of you have been a great help to me and made me
look good and our tables full. 1 am very grateful for all
of you who have made it easy in this way. But alas, |
am spent in trying to keep it going and | would like to
step down on a high note, before things get more
strained.

I hope my successor great times ahead and expect the
membership to continue to help out in any way possible.

Now, on with the business at hand! August 3" is our
next meeting. Letbs have a great time of fellowship and
bring lots of food to enjoy together. Remember we need
the food there a little before 7pm, so this ole girl has
time to place, cut, plate, or what ever needs to be done.
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Published monthly by the Arlington Gem and Mineral Club.

ADS AND ARTICLES

Lapidary related ads and articles from members of AGMC are welcomed. They will
be placed on a space available basis, first in first out. Include your name and contact

information.

Send ads and articles to Mike and Deborah Hartz at our web site

http://www.agemclub.org, click on iACONTACTS0 (upper right), then, on

the next page click on fiHoundds Tale Editoro (bottom center)

Deadline date for ads and articles
is the 15" of the month.
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ARLINGTON GEM
AND
MINERAL CLUB

General Meeting Minutes
July 6, 2010

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by
President Elaine OtDonley at 7:30 pm.

Secretaryds Report: Tom McCormick

Minutes are posted and in the newsletter. Thanks to
Sue Poarch for taking the minutes in June while Tom
was on vacation.

Treasurerds Report: Steve Bennett
Steve reported on the checking account balance.

Classes: Emie Stewart:

Wire Wrapping with Mike Hartz is cancelled for the
summer.

Richard White has had to step down from teaching
chain making. Beth Spinks is going to take over.
Note new days and times will be the third Thursday
from 7:00 T 9:00.

August 10 Beth will be teaching beginning Viking
Knit (Weave).

Saturday August 7 Emie will have @ workshop on
Fold Forming (forging without soldering)

Steve Williams will be holding the wax labs in
August on Thursday nights. This is not a teaching
class and to participate in the lab must have taken the
wax carving and casting class or if you have other
training must get approval from Emie Stewart first.
The Chasing and Repousse workshops and classes
have been going extremely well and another
workshop is being planned possibly in October.
Jack Spinksd Introduction to Silversmithing 101 was
well received and another session is planned for
possibly October.

Beginning Glass Fusing will be starting in August
with Lois McCormick as the instructor. The signup
sheet is posted now and Lois showed examples of
two tools that are necessary to buy and mentioned
how to get a discount on them.

Programs: Steve Williams
Program tonight is from SCF Library and is about the
Tourmaline Mines of San Diego County.

Field Trips: Sue Poarch

July 10 is a field trip to the Fort Worth Museum of
Science and Industry for viewing the Da Vinci
exhibit of models from his early drawing it items that
are now reality. This will be a joint trip with the
juniors and will meet at 9:30.

There are no field trips planned for August.
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The AKS show is August 13, 14, 15 in Grapevine TX
and you can consider that a trip if you want to.
Bossier City show is also the third weekend in
August.

Juniors T Alma Ramirez

The juniors are also going on the Fort Worth Science
and Industry Museum trip. The cost for children is
$10.00.

Delegate at Large T Ray Wilkes

We need to start using the Mosque for overflow
parking. Parking on the grass is a violation of
Avrlington ordinances and could result in a fine of
$125 or more. Enforcement has increased lately. The
Mosque has given us permission to use their lot.

Sunshine Report: Marge Harrand
Card sent to David Cordova who had a heart attack
on June 20.

Newsletter T Mike Hartz (agmceditor@yahoo.com or
the link on the AGMC Web Page)

Please keep the articles coming.

Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 15" of the
month.

Show Report: Harold Hoskison

Set up for the show is September 3, we need help.
Show is September 4 and 5.

July 18 there is to be a meeting for the show
volunteers at 2:00 pm.

29 dealers have signed up.

We need members to pick up show cards and
ADVERTISE. Take them to your regular places:
Drs., Barbers, Beauticians, etc.

We need volunteers now for next yeards show. If we
are going to have a 2011 show we need people to
work on it. The show is our primary way of paying
our taxes.

Hospitality T Deborah Hartz
Good participation tonight, please keep it up.

Membership: Karen Cessna

There are five new members tonight:
Tim Conner (visitor) Carol Mueller
Jen Hart & Jim Hart Bub Mueller

Past President: Dale Miller

3 donations tonight from Frances Johnson for the
raffle.

We need items for fiTexas Treasureso exhibit at the
show.

Lapidary: Don Lawrence
Not Present

Building Manager: Mike Armstrong - Not Present
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Old Business:
We are still in need of pictures of our founding
members.

New Business:
See Announcements

Visitors and/or new members:
See Membership, Note: starting next month this will
be combined with the Membership portion.

Drawings/Raffle:

Name Badge/Sign In:

Nova Wells Julia Hartz

Sandra Brazzale Julia Hartz

Raffle:

Denise Land  Hen Hart Frank OdDonley
Ray Wilkes Denise Land Susan Hale
Mike Hartz Frances Johnson

Carl Wells Mike Hartz

Announcements:

The Faceting Competition will be under Errol Faeth
as the Lead Judge. He has a beautiful stone to see.
Nova Wells discussed club vests. She had a couple
for sale and will be making more. Contact her to
order your own size.

The Logo Contest will continue until after the annual
club show.

The AKS show will be held in August in Grapevine.
Tonightds meeting was the first that parking was
directed off of the grass and to our new neighbors
parking lot. This is because of stepped up
enforcement by the City of Arlington of the
ordinance that prohibits parking on grass in front of
residences or business. The Mosque next door has
approached us about sharing each otherds parking. A
contingent of some Board members and Past
Presidents met with the leader of the Mosque and
reached some tentative verbal understandings. There
were three options: 1) Create a pathway between the
two lots to allow traffic to move back and forth. This
would be a fitemporary0 arrangement, not a paved
access; 2) We could each set up separate key codes
for gate access; 3) We could both set our respective
timers to open for access at certain times. A departure
from either lot is automatic when you drive up to the
gate from the inside the gates will open.

The second and third options are not desirable
because of security concerns over the codes being
disseminated.

The first option appears to be the most workable and
with minimal expense. Each part(y) is responsible for
their own method of access.

This is still in the draft stages and we will hopefully
have a verbal agreement before the next meeting. The
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agreements can be terminated by either side with 30
days notice.

There were other discussions opened up as a result of
the parking lot announcement that will be addressed
later or maybe not at all.

Program:
Video from the SCF Library of the Tourmaline
Mines of San Diego County.

The Business Meeting Adjourned at approximately
9:04 pm and was followed by the Program.

Submitted by:
Tom McCormick
Secretary AGMC

UP COMING SHOWS

Deborah Hartz
August 14-15, Baton Rouge G&MS, Fraternal
Order of Police, Baton Rouge, LA

August 21-22, Ark-La-Tex G&MS, Bossier City
Civic Center, Bossier City, LA

August 28-29, Pine Country G&MS, Events
Center, Jasper, TX

September 4-5, Arlington G&MS, Arlington
Convention Center, Arlington, TX

September 4-5, Denison, TX, Texoma
Rockhounds, Denison Senior Center

CLASS REPORT

Emie Stewart
Special Workshops: On Saturday, August 7, Emie
Stewart will be teaching Introduction to Foldforming
from 1 75 PM. Beth Spinks will be teaching
beginning Viking knit from 7 T 9 PM on Tuesday,
August 10. In addition, Steve Williams will be
hosting wax labs on Thursday evenings for those who
have completed AGMCGos casting class. Please check
the class bulletin board for signup sheets at the club
meeting the month before the class is scheduled. If
you are interested in teaching a class, please contact
Emie Stewart at schueler@flash.net. For every hour
you teach, you get one Arlie Buck, redeemable for
classes and/or lapidary time.
Chain making Instructor: Our Chain making
instructor, Richard White, has decided to step down
from monthly teaching in order to devote his time to
his growing new business. Many thanks to Richard
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for all the work he has done over the past year to
grow the Chain making class. We hope he will return
occasionally to teach workshops or Chain making
101. Beth Spinks has agreed to be the new Chain
making instructor, starting in August. Beginning in
August, the class will meet on the 3" Thursday
nights, 7 17 9 PM, rather than on Saturday. Please
note the change on your schedules. Thank you, Beth,
for volunteering your time and talents for this class.
There is no need to sign up for this class, but you can
consult the lower right hand corner of the signup
bulletin board for the upcoming projects.

Wax Labs: Steve Williams will be hosting the wax
labs in August. You must have completed
AGMCis casting class in order to take these labs.
Many thanks to Steve and Jack Spinks for taking on
the labs over the summer.

Intro to Silversmithing: Jack Spinksd Introduction to
Silversmithing was a big hit! Jack is planning to
offer it again in October for those who either couldnt
get in to Juneds class or who have joined since then.
Many thanks to Jack and Beth for putting together the
tool kits and material kits for the students to
purchase.

Chasing & Repousse and Tool making: These
classes, taught by Dennis Peters and Don Whitney,
respectively, were very popular. Thank you, Dennis
and Don, for all the work you put into them.

Beading Around a Cabochon: Club members also
enjoyed Darcy Setyos class on beading around a
cabochon. Look for some of their beautiful pieces
around the club.

Thank You: Many thanks to those folks who
continually step up and offer to teach. While other
clubs are dying on the vine, AGMC continues to
experience robust growth, due primarily to active
members just like you. Thank you for the generous
gift of your time and talent.

AGMC Show Competition: At AGMCos annual
Labor Day weekend gem and mineral show, the club
sponsors several competitions at the novice,
advanced, and masterds levels. These include
silversmithing, faceting, Chain making, and
cabochon cutting. Youdll get written feedback from
the judges on how to improve your work, so please
consider entering a piece. You have plenty of time to
work up that fabulous piece. Signup sheets are on the
front of the green folders as you enter the club. Each
competitionds rules are inside the folders.

AGMC Show Display Cases: Itis not too late to
reserve cases to display work taught by the club.
Please contact Mike Armstrong if you would like to
reserve a case for your class.

No Shows: If you sign up for a class and are
unable to attend, you must let the instructor know
before the class date so that they can offer your
slot to someone on the waiting list. Failure to do
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S0 may cause you to be listed as a fino show.0
Club policy is that no-shows will be wait-listed for
future classes at the instructords discretion.

Local Area Club Meetings
Deborah Hartz

Dallas Club meets 3" Tuesday, 7-9pm @ 10205
Plano Rd.

Ft. Worth Club meets 4™ Tuesdays, 7pm meet &
greet @ 3545 Bryan Ave.

Oak CIiff Club meets 4th Tuesday @7:30-9:30pm @
Renaissance Hospital Of Dallas

Pleasant oaks Club meets 1% Thursday, 7:30-9pm
@Garland Womends Activities Building 713 Austin,
Garland

FOR SALE
Smith Little Torch
Oxygen/Propane with Caddy

Bought from Jemco last yr. for traveling,
used it a couple of times (#14-00901 on
their website). They are now listing it for
$776.

I'm asking $350 or Best Offer. Would
prefer cash, but Visa/Master Card, or
Lay-A-Way also available

Sharon Perdasofpy
pen-nah@aircanopy.net
(972) 693-3427
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LAPIDARY SUPERVISOR

Don Lawrence
Lapidary Supervisor Calendar for August
2010

8/3/2010 - 1st Tuesday- Frank O'Donley
(9:00am - Noon)

8/5/2010 - 1st Thursday - Jeremy Dubhros
(7:30pm - 9:30pm)

8/7/2010 - 1st Saturday T Dale Miller (9:00am
T Noon)

8/12/2010 - 2nd Thursday T Barbara Maloney
(7:00pm - 9:00pm)

8/14/2010 - 2nd Saturday T Don Lawrence
(7:00 - Noon)

8/17/2010 - 3rd Tuesday T (Free Tuesday)
Bob Boyd (7:00pm - 9:00pm)

8/19/2010 - 3rd Thursday T Jack Spinks
(7:00pm - 9:00pm)

8/21/2010 - 3rd Saturday - Ray Wilks (9:00am
T Noon)

8/26/2010 - 4th Thursday Frank OiDonley
(7:00pm - 9:00pm)

8/28/2010 - 4th Saturday Donald Whitney
(9:00am T Noon)

Worth the Trip: UNT Art Gallery
Emie Stewart

Different Tempers, currently on exhibit at the UNT
Art Gallery in Denton, is an inspiring example of
various metalsmithing techniques in both precious
metals and steel. The exhibition explores the
differences and commonalities between jewelry and
blacksmithing. It includes 40 objects by 14 national
artists, so is easily viewable. These objects range
from wearable jewelry to large-scale sculpture. The
exhibition is organized by The Center for Craft,
Creativity and Design, a regional center of the
University of North Carolina. It is on view until
September 18, and admission is free. For more
information and directions, visit www.gallery.unt.edu
and click on the fiEvents and Exhibitionso tab.
Coupled with lunch and perhaps a visit to nearby
Oxide Gallery, 501 W. Hickory Street, to see works
by two of our members, along with other artists, it is
well worth the trip.

JOIN NOwW!!!
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THE FIRST TUESDAY CAB AND
LUNCH BUNCH CLUB MEETS
AT THE CLUB HOUSE 9:00 AM

12:00 PM FIRST TUESDAY
EACH MONTH THEN ON TO
LUNCH!!!

Contact person Frank OiDonley
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Kentucky Agate Hunt 2010
Sue Poarch

If you read the November 2009 Gem and Mineral
magazine, you may have read the article on Kentucky
agates. Toward the end of the article, the author
mentioned that the local club scheduled their annual
show in conjunction with the Mountain Morel
Festival, the last full week of April each year.

During the Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of
that week the local gem and mineral club would take
members of other clubs onto private lands to hunt
Kentucky agates.

| grew up outside Quincy, IL, where the morel
mushrooms grow wild. | was fortunate to have
grown up among people who did know how to hunt
and identify the morels, my grandfather being one.
Consequently | was taught to identify and pick the
delicious morels at about age 7. In that area we cut
the morels in half, length wise, battered and fried
them. They were then served as the main dish for a
meal.

Between the desire to hunt (and hopefully find)
Kentucky Agates plus eating the morels again after
30 years, | talked Bob into a vacation to Kentucky.
We, along with about 25 other persons from various
states, started at 9am on April 21 on our first agate

hunt. After a drive of about 10 miles into the
Appalachians back country, during which time | was
very thankful | had spent many years living and
driving in the mountains of Colorado, we arrived at
Wednesdaybds site. See the photo to the left. This
past spring had been dry and the water was low for
this river. Regardless, | was wearing hip waders and
needed them several times. On todayés hunt, | found
one nice agate/geode plus several interesting other
finds, petrified coral, a geode pancake, and several
well colored chunks of flint. While the water was
low, it ran clean and fast, making it easy to see the
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bottom and determine if a stone was worth picking
up.

The second daybds hunting was in a much slower

moving river. Thus the stones were largely covered
with silt. Maybe if the water had been at the normal
height the river would have ran faster. But with the

current conditions | was fortunate to find one large
red agate.

Both days, prior to the agate hunt, one of the local
club members brought pieces to show us what we
were searching for. He generously gave every one on
the hunt a sample. Although he was not giving away
the famous red and black striped slaps, he did have
some to view. | received two nice agate ends. The
picture above is the most traditional Kentucky agate.
While it is unpolished, you can see the reds and
blacks as well as the relative size.

Regarding my fifindso: here are pictures of the

agate/geode and the red agate.

Unfortunately the
weather turned and with a prediction of severe
storms, we left early Friday to return to Texas. It was
fortunate we did, as that was the weekend of the
storms that flooded Nashville so badly. These storms
also hit Irvine Ky. So alas, | was neither able to
again eat morels nor did we attend the gem show.
Maybe next year.
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