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SOUTH CENTRAL FEDERATION OF 
MINERAL SOCIETIES 

 
 

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF 
MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES 

 
CLUB PURPOSE: To encourage the study of earth 
sciences, lapidary arts and other related fields, and to 
enjoy good fellowship with those who share like 
interests 

CONTACTS 
webmaster@agemclub.com 

World Wide Web Home Page 
http://www.agemclub.org 

 
Business meeting and program 1st Tuesday 7:30PM  

AGMC Board Meeting Last Tuesday 7:00PM  
 
 

 
PRESIDENTôS ADDRESS 

Elaine OôDonley  
 
The INTERGEM show was very successful.  We had some members 
come to Dallas just to drape tables.  SPECIAL THANKS to all 
VOLUNTEERS, who made this one of our best shows to date.  I tried to 
name all of you at the May Meeting, and failed miserably, but you know 
who you are. We also had a very successful Rock Swap.   
 
We have signed up around 30 new members since the INTERGEM 
show, which gives us a total Membership of 240.  Thanks go out to 
members who give tours of our facility to guests and new members.  We 
now have a total of 15 Juniors.  What a treat is in store for them with our 
Juniors Chair, Alma Ramirez, teaching something new and interesting 
every month.  
 
The May, June & July Programs were switched around, due to 
unforeseen circumstances. 
Barbara Poplin gave her presentation of Ider-Oberstein for May. This 
was a very impressive place she went to on her last holiday.  
 
Teresa Moss, Curator of the MONNING MUSEUM will give her 
presentation at the June General Meeting.  As some of you recall, a 
recent trip to this Museum brought back rave reviews by all the 
members in attendance.  For those of you who do not know ï this 
particular museum has MUCH ADO ABOUT METEORITES.  We will 
find out more when Teresaôs presentation gets underway. We will have 
this program BEFORE our regular Business Meeting. 
 
The Rock Auction has been postponed until the fall, and the Book Sales 
has been cancelled.  The tradition of putting donated books in the 
PORTER EVANS MEMORIAL LIBRARY will continue with 
duplicate copies going to the new JUNIORSô LIBRARY. 
 
Susan Hale was appointed the new AGMC Librarian. Barbara Poplin 
has resigned. Thanks go to Barbara for the many hours of work put into 
updating the Porter Evans Library.   
 
The Board has unanimously agreed on the selection of Steve Williams 
to fill the seat of 2nd VICE-PRESIDENT, PROGRAM CHAIR,  

Continued on page 3. 
 

http://www.agemclub.org
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EDITORôS CORNER 
Mike Hartz 

 
The parking lot sale was great.  We had a very cool day 
for it and the rain held off.  Some dressed for a hot day 
and got a surprise when it was more than a little cool. 
There were many guests at the club that day and many 
members of other clubs that participated.  Our 
membership chairperson, Karen Cessna, was kept busy 
signing up new members.  I think everyone who came 
had a good time. 
 
Keep your calendar clear for our upcoming show!  We 
are going to need everyone to help out and make it the 
best ever. 
 
Be on time for our June meeting.  You wonôt want to 
miss a word of the presentation.  
 
 

THE PET ROCK FAMILY 
Author unknown 

From SCFMS Newsletter March - April, 2010 
 
Pedigree -- Chert 
Family Name -- Mozarkite 
Habitat -- Ditches and hillslopes, Benton 
County Area, MO 

Description: Colorful: Pink, red, purple 
with varying hues of green, gray or 
brown. 

Life Expectancy: Almost forever. 
Characteristics: Make good house 

pets and traveling companions. Well 
behaved, clean, quiet, require very 
little space and no care. They are 
multi-talented and eager to please. 
They can become whatever you want 
them to be. 

Suggested uses: Jewelry ñGood Luckò 
Charms ñTouch Stonesò Decorative in 
terrariums or aquariums Conversation 
piece 

Special Honor: Mozarkite became 
Missouri official rock -- 74th Missouri 
General Assembly 1967. 

Note: Written for The Midwest Federation 
ñ1976ò Banquet 
 
 

AFMS SHOW  
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL 
SOCIETIES SHOW IS IN LA HABRE, CA JUNE 18-
20 

 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
 
ELECTED OFFICERS (Voting Positions) 
President                     Elaine OôDonley 
Secretary                   Tom McCormick 
Treasurer - Finance                  Stephen Bennett 
1st Vice Pres (Operational/Educational Classes)           Emie Stewart 
2nd Vice Pres (Programs)                 Steve Williams 
3rd Vice Pres (Field Trips)                                  Sue Poarch 
4th Vice Pres (Youth Education Programs)                   Alma Ramirez 
Delegate at Large (Omnibudsperson)                Ray Wilkes 
 
 
APPONTED POSITIONS (Voting Positions) 
Past President (Delegate at Large)                Dale Miller 
Newsletter (The Houndôs Tale) Editor                Mike Hartz 
Show Chairperson                              Harold Hoskison    
Lapidary Department Chairperson                Don Lawrence 
Membership Chairperson                 Karen Cessna 
 
 
APPONTED POSITIONS (Non-Voting Positions) 
Library Chairperson    Barbara Poplin 
Historian Chairperson    Beth Spinks 
Building Chairperson    Mike Armstrong 
Show Dealers Chairperson   Harold Hoskison 
Show Publicity    VACANT 
Grounds Chairperson    VACANT 
Grounds assistant    VACANT 
Hospitality Chairperson   Deborah Hartz 
Welcome Chairperson    Veronica Murday 
International Gem and Jewelry Chairperson  Joyce Speed 
Telephone calling Chairperson   VACANT 
Jewelry Department Chairperson   VACANT 
Library Exhibits Coodinator (METROPLEX) VACANT 
Educational Outreach ï School Curriculum  Steve and Mary Hilliard 
Sunshine     Marge Harrand 
Webmaster    Jeremy Dubhros 
Graphic Designer    Darcy Sety 
Donations Chairman    Dale Miller 
Long Range Planning    Elaine OôDonley 
 
 

THE HOUNDôS TALE 
 
Published monthly by the Arlington Gem and Mineral Club. 

 
 
ADS AND ARTICLES 
Lapidary related ads and articles from members of AGMC are welcomed. They will 
be placed on a space available basis, first in first out.  Include your name and contact 
information. 
 
Send ads and articles to Mike and Deborah Hartz at our web site 
http://www.agemclub.org, click on ñCONTACTSò (upper right), then, on 
the next page click on ñHoundôs Tale Editorò (bottom center) 
 

Deadline date for ads and articles 
is the 15th of the month. 

 

http://www.agemclub.org
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PRESIDENTS ADDRESS (continued from pg 1) 
 
for the remainder of 2010. This is a very important 
voting position that is normally elected.  It was 
vacated early in the year.   
 
The Board is required to select a person to fill this 
seat until elections in the fall. Steveôs acceptance has 
now given us a full Board. 
 
Faceting Classes have ended for the summer...  They 
will return again in the fall. 
 
The NEW FENCE should be in place by the time you 
receive this newsletter, unless the weather plays 
havoc with our plans. 
 
AGMC has a logo competition underway.  If any new 
member wants to participate, see Karen Cessna for 
details. 
 
Elaine OôDonley                                   ancora imparo 
 

ARLINGTON GEM AND 
MINERAL CLUB 

General Meeting Minutes 
May 4, 2010 

 
Call to Order: President Elaine OôDonley called the 
meeting to order at 7:30 pm. 
 
Secretaryôs Report: Tom McCormick 
Asked if everyone, members and visitors, signed in.  
Minutes of last monthôs meeting are posted and in the 
Houndôs Tale.  At the request of Elaine OôDonley the 
minutes from last month have had the additional 
information added to the bulletin board posting and 
the official record. 
 
Treasurerôs Report: Steve Bennett  
Reported on the club balances and the CDs.  The Ad 
Val Orem Tax appraisal has been received.  
 
Classes: Emie Stewart:  
ñFree Shop Nightò refers to the lapidary rooms only, 
third Tuesdays.  Thank you to Mike Armstrong for 
metal cabinets; Alec Gallia for fixing the drill press; 
and to Mike again for his work on the display cases.  
The club show has signup sheets for the competitions 
and for display cases.   
Class Descriptions and Rules: Available in New 
Member Packet and also on our website. 
Course schedules are on our website, in the 
newsletter (emailed or mailed) and posted on the 
bulletin board.  Classes are open to current members 
only (dues paid). 

May 11 will be Advanced Viking Knit taught by Beth 
Spinks.  Saturday June 5 from 9:00 to 12:00 noon 
Dennis Peters will demo Chasing and Repousse.  
Sunday June 13 & 20 1:00 ï 3:00, Tool making. Don 
W. will be teaching how to make the tools for 
Chasing and Repousse.  Sunday June 27 and July 11 
1:00 - 3:00 Dennis Peters will be teaching Chasing 
and Repousse. You must have your own tools.  
Saturday June 12; 11:00 -1:00 Richard White will be 
teaching Chain making 101, Thursday June 24; 7:00 
ï 9:00 pm Jack Spinks will conduct a wax lab on 
Sprue and Investment.  Must have completed casting 
class and have a model completed for casting.  
Saturday June 26; 5:00 ï 8:00 pm Wax Lab with Jack 
Spinks for Burnout and Casting. Must have a 
completed casting class.  Thursday June 3 and 10; 
7:00 ï 9:00; Mold making - two separate classes by 
Jack Spinks.  Must have completed casting class and 
bring a master to use to make the mold.  Saturday 
June 26; 9:00 - 5:00, Introduction to Silversmithing. 
Kits will be available for purchase. Jack Spinks is 
teaching this one. 
 
Programs: Steve Williams 
Steve is our new Programs Chairman. 
Field Trips: Sue Poarch  
May 15 is the trip to Crater of Diamonds.  If 15 are 
paid in advance there is a half price discount. Sign up 
by next week.  You can also sign up at the Swap 
Meet.  In August a trip will be going to the TXI 
Quarry.  Beth Spinks has offered to hold a BBQ 
afterwards.  She and Jack live close by to the Quarry.  
Arlieôs Rules for Field Trips will be published soon. 
 
Juniors ï Alma Ramirez 
Juniors will be at the Swap Meet with their own 
booth this year and trying to raise funds for 
something special for them.  June 12 the juniors will 
be doing Salt Water Etching 9:00 ï 11:00.  July ï 
nothing to note yet. Sue is looking for something 
indoors.  In August the juniors will be working with 
copper and brass, also may possibly do some cold 
riveting. 
 
Delegate at Large ï Ray Wilkes 
Contact Ray with any concerns and he will take them 
to the board.  Message to the new members: 
VOLUNTEER.  Remember to bring food for the 
meetings 
 
Sunshine Report: Marge Harrand 
Marge sent get-well cards to Patricia Faith and to the 
Riza family.  Charlotte Krystinik is doing well.  
Frank Manchaca is in the hospital with a blood clot in 
the leg.  
 
See MINUTES Pg 4 
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MINUTES (Continued from pg 3) 
Newsletter ï Mike Hartz (agmceditor@yahoo.com or 
the link on the AGMC Web Page) 
Not present.  Please keep the articles coming.  
Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 15th of the 
month. 
 
Show Report: Harold Hoskison 
We now have 26 confirmed vendors, try to keep at 27 
ï 30.  American Ceramics will participate.  Still 3 
from previous shows that have not responded yet.  
There are 5 on the waiting list. 
Everyone ï Hand out Show Cards!!!! 
 
Hospitality ï Deborah Hartz 
Not present. 
 
Membership: Karen Cessna 
New total is now 224, we started at 211. (229 by end 
of meeting J) 
 
Past President: Dale Miller 
Don Wooten donated a VHS tape on Gem Cutting. 
Emie donated books for the Library. 
 
Lapidary: Don Lawrence 
Nothing special to report. 
The shop supervisors will have a short meeting at 
break. 
 
Building Manager:  Mike Armstrong 
Nothing new to report. 
 
Old Business: 
INTERGEM Show in Dallas was successful. Many 
new visitors and members were here tonight. Many 
of the members doing demonstrations were extremely 
effective in generating interest in the club.  Many of 
these members were recognized during the meeting 
by President Elaine.  We will be putting a policy 
together for shows with a Show Coordinator to be in 
charge.  We found that there needs to be a single 
contact for placement and other matters. 
The board has reviewed the need for a new 
sandblaster to be used for the glass classes and 
silversmithing classes.  The board recommends the 
allocation of up to $1000.00 for purchase of a new 
sandblaster and appropriate accessories.  A motion 
was made, a second and in discussion a question was 
asked about the price.  The board has reviewed 
several options and that is why they asked for a not-
to-exceed approval of $1000.00.  The motion was 
approved by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
New Business:  
None 
 

Visitors and/or new members:  
Visitors: 
Paul Smith Linda Trahan Mark Rich 
Eddie Wallace Jenny Romero Cheri Pierce 
Karen Bubuck Ann Hast Mike Martin 
Jivi Martin C. L. Schiegg Mark Martin 
Pam Bassel Samuel Montano 
Nomkita Chirunga-Cortez  Pam Gary 
Courtney Dickman 
 
New Members: 
C. L. Schiegg Pam Gary       Cheri Pierce 
Pam Bassel Scott Pierce    Tom  McCormick III 
Samuel Montano Nomkita Chirunga-Cortez 
The Martin Family; Jivi, Erin, Mark and Mike 
Jacqueline Chirunga 
 
Drawings/Raffle: 
Name Badge/Sign In:  
Barbara Poplin Mike Martin 
 
Raffle: 
Buddy Ferguson      Joyce Speed        Steve Bennett 
John Alexander       Pam Bassel         Alma Ramirez 
Sandra Brazalle 
 
Announcements: None 
 
Program: 
Barbara Poplin presented a slide show of her trip to 
Ider Oberstein in Germany. It was an excellent 
presentation of gems, minerals, carvings and other 
things at the museum. 
 
The Meeting Adjourned at approximately 9:20 pm. 
 
Submitted by: 
Tom McCormick 
Secretary 
 
 

LOST AND FOUND 
Two bags with gemstones were found at the parking 
lot sale.  See Karen Cessna or Elaine OôDonley to 
identify and claim 

 
 
 

JOIN NOW!!! 
THE FIRST TUESDAY CAB AND 

LUNCH BUNCH CLUB MEETS AT 
THE CLUB HOUSE 9:00 AM 12:00 PM 

FIRST TUESDAY EACH MONTH 
THEN ON TO LUNCH!!! 

Contact person Frank OôDonley 
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 HOSTESS 
Deborah Hartz 

 
Here we are in the summer months.  Vacations 
are going to be occurring.  So, members you 
need to bring food to the meetings.   
I heard by the grapevine, last month the food ran 
short.  Some members are taking very large 
portions.  Some of these same members rarely 
bring food to share.  When you are in line please 
remember there are others who are behind you.  
So, be courteous to fellow members and take a 
smaller portion.  If you need to you can always 
get up and come back for seconds.  We need to 
make sure everyone gets a bite to eat.  Please 
help me out on this point.   
The parking lot sale was a big success.  We had 
lots of food to share with our visiting club 
members and those who where invited to take 
part in the sale.   
Thanks to the many members who provided 
their time, talents, and resources to make this a 
great day. 
We had some members who brought food, but 
couldnôt stay for the mealtime.  Now, thatôs 
what I call above and beyond the call.  GREAT 
JOB!!! 
 
Like in years past, our club members will be 
providing a dealersô dinner after the Saturday 
close of the show.  This means a lot to the 
dealers after working all day.  They donôt have 
to worry about where they are going to grab a 
bite before turning in.  After working all day you 
know it is nice just to be able to sit down and 
eat. 
Help is always needed, so be thinking about it. 
 

UP COMING SHOWS 
Deborah Hartz 

 
JUNE 18-20, Le Habre, CA. AFMS FEDERATION  
 
AUGUST 14-15 - Baton Rouge G&MS, Fraternal 
Order of Police, BATON ROUGE, LA 
 
AUGUST 21-22 - Ark-La-Tex G&MS, Bossier City 
Civic Center, BOSSIER CITY, LA 
 
AUGUST 28-29, Pine Country G&MS, Events 
Center, JASPER, TX 
 

SEPTEMBER 4-5, Arlington G&MC, Arlington 
Convention Center, ARLINGTON, TX 
 
SEPTEMBER 4-5, Texoma Rockhounds, Denison 
Senior Center, DENISON, TX 
 
DECEMBER 11-12, DeRidder, LA. SOUTH 
CENTRAL FEDERATION SHOW   
 

CLASS REPORT 
Emie Stewart 

 
Special Workshops:    Chasing and repousse is 
coming to AGMC.  On Saturday, June 5, Dennis 
Peters will demonstrate the technique.  On Sunday, 
June 13 and 20, Don Whitley will teach a workshop 
on how to make your own chasing punches.  Then, 
on Sunday, June 27 and July 11, Dennis will teach 
the actual technique.  On Saturday, June 12, Richard  
Continued (see CLASS REPORT page 5) 
CLASS REPORT (From page 5) 
White will teach Making Chain 101, an introduction 
to chain making.  Graduates of the casting class may 
sign up to take Jack Spinksô mold-making classes, 
offered on Thursday, June 3 and June.  Those 
graduates may also sign up for Jackôs wax labs, on 
June 24 and June 26.  On Saturday, June 26, Jack will 
also teach Introduction to Silversmithing (aka 
ñsilversmithing on the cheapò).  Please check the 
class bulletin board for signup sheets at the club 
meeting the month before the class is scheduled.  If 
you are interested in teaching a class, please contact 
Emie Stewart at schueler@flash.net.  For every hour 
you teach, you get one Arlie Buck, redeemable for 
classes and/or lapidary time. 
Free Shop Night:  There has been some confusion 
about the third Tuesday free shop night.  That is only 
for the lapidary room (traditionally known as the 
ñshopò), and does not apply to any other club classes. 
Thank You:  Many thanks to those folks who 
continually step up and offer to teach.  While other 
clubs are dying on the vine, AGMC continues to 
experience robust growth, due primarily to active 
members just like you.  Thank you for the generous 
gift of your time and talent.   
AGMC Show Competition:  At AGMCôs annual 
Labor Day weekend gem and mineral show, the club 
sponsors several competitions at the novice, 
advanced, and masterôs levels.  These include 
silversmithing, faceting, (wire wrapping ed.), chain-
making, and cabochon cutting.  Youôll get written 
feedback from the judges on how to improve your 
work, so please consider entering a piece.  You have 
plenty of time to work up that fabulous piece.  Signup 
sheets are on the front of the green folders as you 
enter the club.  Each competitionôs rules are inside 
the folders. 
See CLASS REPORT on Pg. 6 
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CLASS REPORT (Continued from pg 5) 
AGMC Show Display Cases:  Itôs not too late to 
reserve cases to display work taught by the club.  
Please contact Mike Armstrong if you would like to 
reserve a case for your class. 
 
No Shows:  If you sign up for a class and are 
unable to attend, you must let the instructor know 
before the class date so that they can offer your 
slot to someone on the waiting list.  Failure to do 
so may cause you to be listed as a ñno show.ò  
Club policy is that no-shows will be wait-listed for 
future classes at the instructorôs discretion.    
 
 
LAPIDARY SUPERVISOR  

Don Lawrence 
 

Please call Don for information on times for the shop to be 
open.  Also note that the June and July calendars show 
morning shop open times of 9:00 am.  There may be some 
days that the shop will open at 7:00am.  Once again, please 
call Don for this information.  Editor 
 
 
CHASING AND REPOUSSE 
WORKSHOP 

Emie Stewart 
 
Chasing and repousse is coming to AGMC!  This is a 
technique of exploiting the plasticity of metal to 
create a raised, relief design in sheet metal by using a 
hammer and punches to push it out from the back 
side (ñrepousseò) and creating fine detail from the 
front side (ñchasingò).  The technique dates back to 
the Bronze Age (approximately 3500 ï 1200 B.C.), 
and was used by craftsmen in areas ranging from 
Assyria, Mesopotamia, Greece, Rome, Nepal, India 
and rococo Europe to produce masterpieces still 
cherished today.   
 
Dennis Peters will offer a demo on the technique on 
Saturday, June 5, from 9:00 a.m. ï noon.  Those 
interested in learning the technique can take Don 
Whitneyôs two- day class on making the punches, 
which will be June 13 and June 20, and then take 
Dennisôs two-day class on actually using the 
punches, which will be June 27 and July 11.  You do 
not have to take the demo in order to take the class.  
If you already have the punches, you donôt have to 
take the punch-making class unless you want to learn 
how to make those special punches you sometimes 
need but canôt find or donôt want to buy.  However, 
you will need your own punches and a hammer, 
preferably a chasing hammer, in order to take the 
chasing and repousse class taught by Dennis. 

The sign-up sheet and materials list were posted at 
the clubôs May meeting.  Depending upon the level 
of interest, the class may be offered again in 
September. 
 
Thank you Dennis and Don for sharing this technique 
with us. 

 
 

FIELD TRIPS 
Sue Poarch 

 
DIAMONDS?  ALAS, NONE FOUND 
 
On May 15, 2010, 18 members from the Arlington 
Gem and Mineral Club trekked to Murfreesboro, AR 
to dig for diamonds at the Crater of Diamonds State 
Park.  This is the only place in the United States that 
currently is known to yield gem quality diamonds 
and the only diamond mine in the world that is open 
to the public for digging.  On April 28, 2010, a 
fourteen year old from New Hampshire found a 2.7 
caret white diamond shaped like an ice cube.   
 
In 1906 the farmer who owned the site found the first 
diamonds.  After a number of unsuccessful 
commercial diamond mining ventures, the state of 
Arkansas bought the area for a state park in 1972.  
Now the Crater of Diamonds State Park is open to the 
public.  For $7 per adult per day you can dig from 8 
am to 5 pm.  Itôs finders-keepers if you are fortunate 
enough to find a diamond.  The park staff will 
identify your find to be a true diamond (or another 
look alike), weigh and grade it plus certify that YOU 
found the diamond at Crater of Diamonds.   

I took the picture to above shortly after 9 am.  The 
digging field is in the caldera of an old volcano and 
ñlamproliteò, the diamond bearing clay, is found 
throughout the field.  This photo does not show the 
greenish color of the lamprolite.  Also the park plows 
the field of 37 ½  acres regularly, thus breaking up 
the lamprolite with the other clay.  The plowing aids 
in bringing diamonds to the surface.  Alas none of 


